THE YOUNG MAN
Council was a stumbling-block for me too. But
Brentano never spoke of religious problems either in
his lectures or in conversation; the only step he
took was to leave the Church. He helped me im-
mensely by his emphasis on method, empiricism,
and perhaps most of all by the example of his pro-
found criticism of the philosophers and their
teaching. Kant was his favourite target. Brentano
had a very great influence on thoughtful students.
There were other philosophers whom I knew
personally at Leipzig, in particular Wundt. I
attended their lectures and came into contact with
some of them in philosophical circles where there
was lively discussion. I myself lectured at one of
these, on present-day suicide. I concentrated more
on theological lectures than on philosophical,
attending those of Luthardt, Fricke, and others.
What Leipzig did for me above all was to help me
to understand Protestantism.
But the philosopher who influenced me most
strongly was Plato. Primarily through his interest
in religion, ethics, and politics and his extraordinary
combination of theory and .practice. In Plato, too,
there is that beautiful and astonishing synthesis of
world opinions, even though it springs from certain
imperfections, that is to say from the fact that the
degree of development of those days set no precise
limit to the various branches of science. Another